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FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
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INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMCONSUL CALI 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 2556 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, CO, PN 

SUBJ: TORRIJOS' FIVE HOURS IN CALI UNEVENTFUL 

REF: BOGOTA 2493 

1 . GENERAL TORRIJOS' FIVE HOUR VISIT IN COLOMBIA PROVED 
UNEVENTFUL. IN HIS ONLY PUBLIC REFERENCES TO THE PANAMA 
CANAL NEGOTIATIONS, HE RESPONDED TO A REPORTED'S QUESTION 
AS TO WHETHER HE WAS PREPARED TO DEFEND THE CANAL AT ALL 
COSTS, BY SAYING "WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DEFEND IN NOBODY 

IS ATTACKING IT?" HE REFUSED TO RESPOND FURTHER TO QUESTIONS 
ON THE CANAL. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER TACK, WHO ACCOMPANIED TORRIJOS, TOLD 
REPORTERS THAT THE MAIN MOTIVE FOR THE "SURPRISE VISIT" 

WAS TO REVIEW THE AGENDA FOR THE MEETING OF THE LATIN 
AMERICAN PRESIDENTS IN PANAMA NEXT JUNE 21. 

3. TORRIJOS TOOK THE OCCASION TO INVITE THE SUGAR 
EXPORTERS GROUP MEETING IN CALI (SEE REFTEL) TO HOLD 
ITS NEXT CONFERENCE IN PANAMA. 

VAKY 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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